35 Ideas To Bring Entrepreneurship Into The Classroom
Faculty Fellows’ comment: Although the following ideas are presenting a rather simplistic view of entrepreneurship, they are meant to provide a starting point for faculty who wish to infuse entrepreneurship into their course, and help them get ideas appropriate for their own course.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Below is a modified version of the content previously posted on informED on August 14, 2013 by Lisa Chesser. 
Teaching students about startups and small business inside a classroom not only meets any set of standards, it prepares them for life. Students learn about brainstorming ideas, setting goals, budgeting, and indulging their individuality while still learning to cooperate with others.
On top of that, with the job market constantly fluctuating and the dismal outlook portrayed by the news, it’s even more crucial to teach students about business. How instructors do this really just depends on their own individual personalities and preferences. However, this is the one time when a student should choose something they like first then the instructor can act as a guide.
These fifty ideas are broken into sections to make them easier to find according to subject areas, but they’re meant to work together. 
Take this a step further depending on circumstances and use several ideas at once. We all know that a classroom mimics the real world. Some students show more talent in one area over another. Allow them to use those talents creatively while adding the business elements and see what happens.
LANGUAGE ARTS
1. Success Stories
Read success stories with students. This can range from news or feature stories to historical pieces. One such story about Sarah Breedlove Walker introduces students to “a rags to riches” journey of one of the wealthiest black women in the 1900s. See econkids.rutgers.edu for more information. If teachers compare that with a story of Oprah Winfrey and her millionaire status, students will learn and find great inspiration for building a business from the bottom up.
2. Brainstorming Bubbles
In the same way that a student would brainstorm an essay topic, students can create an idea web for different businesses they might want to start or even different products they might want to sell. It all depends on the grade level and the depth of the lesson.
3. Business Letter
A business letter offers the Language Arts teacher a unique opportunity to build vocabulary and grammar skills while integrating further understanding of business opportunities. A student might write a business letter to solicit interest from investors or possible consumers. The point being that the student should present the value of the business on several levels through formal language.
4. Business Plan
Without a plan, anyone can lose his or her focus on a goal. Have students write a business plan and they’ll get a solid understanding of what it takes to start their own business. But, even before they sit down to do this, have them read through some short questions and answers about students and their own quest to become an entrepreneur.

5. Risks & Benefits
Along the way, students should weigh the risks and benefits of whatever business venture they choose. Try a really easy to use tool, “The Balancing Act” Activity, as a visual for students. You’ll find it at www.econedlink.org Just place a number on each one to represent the value to the overall plan.
6. Types of Businesses
Take students from start to finish through a business model. Give them a specific type of business to focus on, delving into the ins and outs of making this business work. For instance, if you were to focus on the chocolate industry, you could start with www.hersheys.com, then compare it to a European chocolatier, then to a local small business. Show students the differences and similarities while providing them with invaluable details about starting and maintaining a successful business.
7. Classroom Jobs vs. Entrepreneurship
Create a sense of responsibility by giving each student a job and add a twist. First assign jobs such as white board cleaner, agenda and date manager, art director, and so forth. Assigning more important names to jobs works really well with older students. Then listen to complaints and allow them to switch out jobs for a couple of week. Ultimately ask a series of questions to get them thinking: Would you be happy doing this when you’re out of school? How could you turn one of these skills learned into a business of your own? Or, do you prefer working for someone else? What are the benefits? What are the drawbacks? All of this will help them understand responsibility and decide what route works best for them.




MATH
8. Budgeting
Ask the practical question of “How much money will you need?”. Depending on the business type, students need to decide how much money they’ll need by creating a budget.

9. Supply & Demand
Because most students love video games, Gazillionaire! Is a great tool that will challenge students to build a small business and turn it into an empire. The player is offered a special opportunity to trade on the seven planets of Kukubia. By introducing students to the idea of creating a trade company, it provides them with important lessons in supply and demand.

SCIENCE
10. Biotechnology
Students create their own biotech companies. Break students into groups and have them come up with their own version of a biotech company. Each group elects a CEO and so forth. Check out blogs.biochem.ncsu.edu for details.
11. Electric Cars
Students learn science, technology, engineering, and math skills when engaging in programs like the one that Arcimoto and the Eugene Water and Electric Board of Oregon created. The two organizations designed a program to inspire students to create small, electric vehicles. Students also learn that there’s a consumer benefit, which means that they can make money, find financial security, and create their own company.

12. Water Conservation
Because water conservation means survival, it only follows that students think of new ways to build businesses with this in mind. Depending on the grade level or the depth of knowledge, have students explore some of the companies out there already then discuss in groups of two or more some of their favorite companies. Afterward, tell students to make them better. Continue from there by having them create their own. 
13. Recycle to Create
Introduce students to recycling with something as simple as a crafting or art project. Then, show them how this can turn into a business. There are plenty of businesses that revolve around reusing materials. From robots to origamis, students learn and the business side motivates them to continue learning.
14. Solar Energy
Numerous lessons tackle the need for solar energy, but we all know the hulking and immediate cost to the consumer remains the reason why most of us don’t use solar energy. So, here’s your chance to teach students about solar energy and challenge them to come up with their own companies that would make this necessity affordable to the general population. 
15. Observe Consumer Behavior
Conduct an experiment with consumer behavior. Introduce students to the stock market and link that with checking the news. But, more importantly, have students observe their own and their family and friends’ consumer behavior. That will make this so much more interesting. Then, have them come up with economically effective ways to solve or enhance some of the behaviors they’ve observed.
16. Robotics
Robotic hands, snakes, spiders taken to a consumer means convenience and opportunity. Besides the competitions and exhibits that already exist, challenge students to find a market for it. Tell them to break it down into a cost-effective analysis. That will give them a better idea of what their product is worth to them and the consumer.

17. Electronics
Everyone loves their electronics so focus on finding ways to improve, market, or repair them. Ask some basic questions to get them started such as how can we use electronics to improve everyday life even more? Or, how could you take a product that already exists and market it differently so that more people buy it perhaps for another purpose. One student found success with an electronics repair business through the Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship.

18. Computer Science
Take a current topic such as the creation of Clinkle Corp., a start-up set to become the portal with which consumers exchange money, and use it to teach. A student at Stanford University formed Clinkle then brought together a group of students who are now helping him build the company. Your students learn about competition and innovation.



19. Inventions
Inventions and business should go together. That’s why young inventors need exposure to the business world. Start by showing them one of the TEDTalks called “Pranav Mistry: The Thrilling potential of Sixth Sense” or one that you think might be more fitting for your classroom. That will serve as inspiration. Ask: How will this invention affect the world around you? How should it be marketed? How can the inventor hold on to a majority of the profits? Show them the reality, that most inventors retain only 1% of profits. That’s why learning about business is so vital to students’ success.

SOCIAL STUDIES
20. The History of Business
Have students compare the various types of economic systems over time. This will help them understand where money came from and why. It will also help them understand how the credit card has changed the way they understand value, often disregarding the prices of various products and services.
21. The Global Market
Find some familiar businesses such as McDonald’s or Wal-Mart and contrast them with other more unfamiliar businesses specific to a certain region. Show the students the differences in marketing and supply and demand as well as a slew of other specifics that always change the dynamics of success.
22. Business Travel
Teach students how to take their business idea around the world. Explore how it might change the economy in various areas and teach several other concepts while allowing them to create and discover. Teachers can use this resource www.econed.org and the book How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World to teach a lesson or adjust it according to the grade level.


THE ARTS
23. Online Stores
The next step might be to show how students can set up an online shop. Of course there’s so much more to business and entrepreneurship than just creating a place to sell the product, but it gives them a resource and a starting point for motivation. Try www.etsy.com for a popular spot.
24. Art Gallery
Set up the classroom as an art gallery that features certain artists with pricing labels and so forth. Block the room off into sections for various artists or have a running theme that’s featured throughout the different artists’ work.
25. Craft Show
A craft show gives students a chance to find different avenues for marketing their art or even using their unique abilities to create crafty items. For instance, if they like bracelets, a group of them can get together and sell them.
26. Graphic Arts
There are so many ways for students to use work generated on the computer or scanned into it. Show students how to add graphic elements to their art, build collages with photography or create brochures, mini magazines, and so forth. Explain the benefits of having a small graphic arts company. Even intertwine this element with a student gallery showing or any of the other events.
27. Brand Art
Have students create their art on T-shirts, notepads and mugs. Once they have a brand name, have them set a plan for selling their product.
28. Vendors
Have the students approach vendors, gift shops and book stores with their product. To enhance this lesson, pull from some of the initial lessons under Language Arts and Math if necessary.
29. Trunk Show
Normally, a trunk show would be for an established designer’s new line and for a select audience or vendor to get a first look at a new item. So, when assigning something a trunk show for a group of students or even an entire class, remember to reiterate this and establish the importance of the presentation.
30. Project Runway
Creating a competitive environment out of a single project and offering prizes for the winners gives students a taste of how difficult following through on a goal can be but also how rewarding a win can make you feel. Use this to show them how designers start their own lines. The website for the show Project Runway has some great clips to show students. www.mylifetime.com

31. Make Music & Sell
Different sites offer a full-service venue for independent musicians to control what happens to their work and build an audience with it. Check out www.topspinmedia.com for a community that helps them get their music heard.
32. Talent Show
There’s nothing new about a talent show, but the approach and the expectations should be. The talent show might have digital elements and, even more importantly, all musicians and dancers and so forth must be required to sell themselves. They might make promotional items, hand out business cards, or sell T-shirts. The idea is that they connect their music to a monetary value.
33. Poetry Café
Sharing poems in a makeshift café or even an actual café shows students that their work needs to be heard and enjoyed by others. Reading and talking about poetry while selling coffee and cakes gives students a chance to see how money is made in the process.
34. Film Festival
From short films to introductions to feature films and even music videos, a film festival offers students the opportunity to flaunt their talent and their hard work. 
35. Advertising Agency
Give the students a chance to create their own advertising agency. Create small groups of three or four students and have them come up with campaigns in print and digitally. Take them to a site such as www.razorfish.com to give them a real-world example. Depending on the time and extent of lessons, challenge them to help come up with unique ad campaigns for products they know and love. Make sure they place a value on their work and research how much ad agencies charge for various types of work. Compare large ad agencies to the smaller ones.
Showing students a sense of their own independence and matching that with their interests demonstrates just how much they can do with all of their skills and talents. Helping students learn more about the world they live in and how they interact with it keeps them interested and provides them with valuable information critical to their ability to find happiness and success in a perpetually changing world.
- See more at: http://www.innovationexcellence.com/blog/2013/08/14/50-ideas-to-bring-entrepreneurship-into-the-classroom/#sthash.bRPi5ewr.dpuf
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